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Integrative approach… 

Xtreme-LA is a creative challenge which brings professionals and students together in 
a 2-day design charrette effort, aiming to solve issues related to a specific area. This 
challenge is presented every year and helps presenting design solutions and urban 
initiatives to the host city. This year (2011), Tucson was elected to be the host city, 
and The University of Arizona as the facilitator of emerging professionals from the 
College of Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Planning. 
 
While the challenge was put on the table, key players and city collaborators were 
presenting main issues of the proposed site, introducing a vary set of problems 
involving community connectivity, land use, water management, cultural diversity, 
identity, etc.; as well as some social, economic and environmental factors causing / 
effecting these problems. These professionals involved from city planners to designers 
and community representatives, which emphasize the effort of having an integrative 
approach to this challenge. 
 
Our approaches and proposed solutions as future planners, landscape architects and 
architects, were then challenged to address a proposal which the community would 
identify and fight for. Many of these problems were addressed in our studies and 
focused on environmental land use strategies, as well as water management ideas 
which could help remediate some of the disrupted natural hydrological systems. 
 

Environmental Planning and Proposed Solutions… 

Two of the main problems in the area of study were selected as priorities: connectivity 
and identity, which we realized to be a strong need in the city. This site allowed us to 
plan ideas of inter-connectivity between the spatial areas separated by I-10, as well as 
proposing an identity brand which could be recognized for the local and foreign 
communities.  
 
On the other hand, our approach to environmental planning was focused on the site 
itself where strategies for land use and water management were considered. As future 
planners, we applied some of the concepts addressed in class as listed below: 
 
Introducing value: Environmental Land Use and Design… 



 
Our proposed design promoted the 
importance of natural open space, 
where landscape areas could restore 
and create natural habitats, 
integrating rain water harvesting 
strategies, connecting these to the 
natural-restored hydrological 
systems. “Plaza del Bosque”, as we 
named our proposal, integrated 2 
concepts which enforced the 
applicability of the “connectivity” 
concept: “Plaza” as the human / urban 
civic space, and “Bosque” as the 
natural component.  
 
This “Plaza del Bosque” was proposed in order to bring benefits such as natural views, 
mitigation of storm-water runoff, and responsibility for water quality. The main space 
created as a “bosque” was oriented to restore the existing natural hydrologic systems, 
and provide recreational activities in the area. Some of the water management 
strategies included remediation of rain water collection systems from the existing 
buildings. 
 
Transportation access and community connectivity was a big player in this design 
charette. The “Modern Street Car” route is planned to be placed along this specific area 
and consequently affecting the type of desired land use. Our proposal focused on 
creating a very “walkable district”, limiting the use of automobiles. A big player in the 
search of solutions for walkable 
environments was the ability of 
creating shading devices and 
shaded spaces. Natural solutions 
(trees) and biomimicry-based 
features (interactive solar sails), 
where adopted in the proposal to 
support the “walkable-district” 
idea. 
 

In sum, a Design Charette is definitely a great process in which we (as future planners) 
can interact effectively with many professionals and search for solutions. Our 
Environmental Planning approach and Environmentally-friendly Design Strategies 
were very helpful (and part of the key) to add value to the area. Every single strategy 
for land use and water management in this proposal had a strong link to one of the 

Interactive Solar Sails… 



most important goals for planners: enhancing quality of life for the community, at the 
same time as reducing the impact on the natural environment.  
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